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(| 3°) | 
To the Reader. 


Chriftian Reader, 
Aran never doth more hurtto the Church of God , then when 


have had largeand lamenteble experience in thele perilous 
dayes, wherein many Schilmaticks ({ome of whom are well- 


meaning zealous Chriltians, yet poor feduced fouls) have rentthe 
Charch of God molt miferably by {ad devilions P under the pretence 


of extraordinary piecie and fing holinefle. | 


Neicheris irany new thing to {ee Satanin this Angelijcali habig, | 


as well knowing tt by lang experience molt advantagious for che en- 
largement of his Kingdome. Moft ( 1f noc all ) of the Retormed 


Churches, Germanic efpecially drunk deep of this cup of his 


Sophiftrie, Whereupon enfued horrible commotions, warrs,and 
bloodthed,asthe native truits of hole Antiehriitian opinions, which 
were guilded over with foimall ptetie, in fo much that the lamenta- 
ble miferies of thofe places became a fpectacle of pittie to their very 
Adveitaries. | 

Sacan,who goes about likea roariag Lyon, {ceking whom he may 
devour by all means poflible, hach of late, more then ever before, 
fown fome Seeds of the fame nature in the bearts ofmany of this 
Nation, which may feeme co threaten the like Tragedies: As the 
tree bes be Do men gather Grapes of Thorns or F izes of Thiftles? 
fom the fame Premilfeswhat can we expe& bucthe fame Conelufi- 
ons ?Satan mutt lay his Eggs beture he can hatch his Chickens ; rhe 
Loid prevent his defigns in this poor languifhing Nation, who have 
(oo much reafonto tear fuch judgements, becaufe we have fo much 
ibufed his me.cies and long-{ufferance, which fhould haveled us to 
Inteigned repencanee and reformation. 

They that are yet 1gnorant , may) ealily pereeive by this enfuing 
iMorieall Distribe, thatthe main Engines wherewith Satan pro- 
ioted his Detignes, in dilturbing Chureh and Rate, were by bring- 
ig both Magiftrate and Minitter into contempt, by introducing a} 
tlghting of Geds Ordinanees, by propkaning Cacred Scripture, by 

(a2) fetting 


hetranstorms himfelt into jan Angell of light, of which we 


| 


fefcing up aC ommunity of Goods, co deilroy 


der a pretence ot 
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Th the Reader. 

roprietic, and al! un- 
ufing (uch Infisum ents, who by 
Molicitigs Charitie, 


anid fubtie cic Were mic} It like! Intinviate then: lelveg jnto 


thc affections ot the common peo; tO fie hon any ptize 


wihatfoever. 


'Thefe and other weapons Satan put into their hd rids , which now 


are reaflumed by our Separati itts to woundthe Ghurich of God in this 
Nation ; yecasthen,lonow, in all thefe blowes wherewith they 
conrend As unt T they aim e{pecia!! at tivothings ; | 


cedem cere, tu bureherS chipture by tabbing 
offes, ank irange 1 interpretations, even 


chance of mo ve ring Brains, ecend in fort to ¢ 1ler- 


viceableuntot: nth. and ay the joynt confent of learned, 
ous 


Luk: 33 


Lord is yet pleated ro voue 


Ordin an 


Good reader. 


commands us tofeareh , becaute 


relici= 
and Ovthodox Divines. 
| Thaswhenthe Word of Godcondemns them and their errours, 
they make itto Ugnifie jul pothing.thac fo may make Way 
their Enchutiaimis, and new prevended Revelations; fo incopfitent 
che molt pat) with Gods revealed Will tHarlit is imr echey 
fh borh proce {trom th fa (Me Spirit ch, Or ved by 
dnyChiifiansthac is nor firfifeduced co 
they call them) abave God mit ppy aretheeyes thet , lei things 
for that lightioftheCofpel, ot hat m ich the 
unto but certainly unhappy are 
Our eyes thar es we iv co fee rhofe dayes. wherein the} chat 
fet up thernfelves,& thets own Brain-lick phancies, under the thile no- 
fionot Divine In! abuve the holy Script: es, ang {a- 
es, are beleeved andelteemed by toy niiny for well- 


meaning Ch 


Lig ve me iittletoreafon withthe Wiltchou 

beleeve and follow (uch, who, b recauie the revealed «4 of God con 
chains thelr acti(cs nip ns, do fietonew ar d priv revela= 
i1S5 there DV iderm} he the ed Scrip Ofwres Scrip- 


ever te mitch boat} 
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To tire Reader, 
thofe S criptures whichtheApoftle atltargs us are quick & powerfull, 
ble co make us wile unto falvation: ni yet though fuch Scriptures, 
y thefe new Evangelitts accounted no beiter then a dead Lets 
ry thea Milk for Babes, then rules for weaklinge; andall this ta 
way for their En-haliafmes and pretended Inlpirations, tha 
the y may (wih uc any dilpure of examination) obtrude any opis 
n, though never fo abhorring|from crughs ‘any practice, thou: oh 
ever {0 prodig’ ous OF asthe 
icles of God, as the Minde and Will of JefusChrift. Dear) Chiitti-! 
confider fadly with thy felt, and criechelefpirics, and certain- 
)(exceptthy underitanding be ftrangely darkned ) thou canit nog 
conclude that they arenot ofGod. 

Secondly, they bend their utmotft endeavours to Extar pare the 
finifterie of the Church, not confidering that whacfoever Plant 
:planted by our heavenly Facherin the Garden of chis World, ean+ 
ioc be rooted up, though earth and Heil conf pire ay iinftie. The abe 
warrell isnoconely at Pres! as | but Presb yteratum, thing 
to at, as wellas Branch will facishe cheir rage ‘anderueltie; as “well 
nowing, the way co fcatcer the Shegp,is to finite the Shepherd ; and 
ind if chey can cake away the Leaders of Gods people, the number 
their followers will be increaled. 

Andin this they have more aflitance from the Jefuites, then they 
iT¢é aware of, W ho are not to learn hi DW cotruuble Waters, an d then ‘OQ 
hh inthem ; witnefle he larely at Neweulfle, who precend¢d iO be a 
ronverted Jew , almott Deitied by thefe devifers of ancw Religion, 
till he was derected, as is manifeit by a Lecter trom thence to fome 
in Tork , and there Printed 5 Fiwe 22.1653. andmany former dif> 
coverics of chis nature have eek made, well kucwnto many Ofchig 
Nation, though by coo few truly laid co heart. 

Do you hear of their Pr eachinys, or rather prophanation of Gods 
rdinance? have you (eén their Painted Pa: uphlecs ? Good 

God! what whole loads of reproaches do they calt upon the Mini- 
fters of the Gofpell, to make them odious ‘othe people ; with what 
contempt and {corn do they mention them, of whom {uch glorious 
things are fpoken in che Book at God ? 

How ferviceablein all ages the Miniftery have been to the Caufe 
and truth of God , Satan knows right well, who it he could prevail 
fo farre agtoget it laid afide, ic ic were eafie for himto obtrude upon a 
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at 2. The Praétital catcbife, wih all other Englith Treatifes in two volumes 
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‘Several Books of Goattoverties relating to the prefent, 


_tlons offered them by the London Misi ers in their lus Divinum | 


An(wer to the-Ahimadverfions on the Diff ertations taiicbing | 


Epiftles and the Epifcopacy in‘them afferted, fublcribed by lobn Oye 
fervint of Jefus Chrift, 


4. Of Sckifme. A Defence of the Churcti of England,againi the Excepti~ | 
 onsof the Romanifts, in 12° 


5. A Reply to the Catho!. Gent} An{wer-to the moft material pare of the, 


Book of Schifme, cogether ‘with an Account of H.'7. His Appendix | to | 
his Manual] of Controverfies &c.4°. - | 


Letter of Refolution of fix i inane” 


An account of Mr.‘Camdigs riplex ‘Diatrib. concen ms exfttion, | 
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Ta the Reader. | 
fecting up aCommunity of Goods, todeflroy Proprietic, and all un- 
der'a prttence of fingular Pietie, ufing fuch Infirumerits, who by 
their feeming holinefle, bunpiiicie, fimplicities integriry , charitie, 
and fubtle eloquence, were moft likely co infinuate themfelves into 
che affe&tions of the common people, to titthem for any enterprize 

— 'Thefe and other weapons Satan put into theirhands , which now 
reaflumed by our Separatiits to woundthe Church of God in this 
Nation; yet asthen,fonow, in all chefe blowes wherewith they 
contend agiinft Truth, they aimefpecially atewothings; 

Firkt, cedem Scripturarnm ficere to buceber Scripture by ftabbing 

 Alllegories, dark gloffes, and firange interpretations, even above the 

-—s c@nceits of mott afpiring Brains, who precend in any {ort to be fer- 


| viceableunro truth, and againn the joynt confent of learned, religi- 


ous and O.thodux Divines. | | 

’ Thaswhenthe Word of Godcondemns them and their errours, 
they make it to Ugnifie jult noching.thac fo they may make way for 
| their Enchufiafnis, and new precended Revelations ; fo inconfiftent 
| moft pait) with Gads revealed Will chacit is impoflib!e they 


Hould bork proceed fronithe fame Spirit of truth, or be beleeved by 
anyChrifian,thac is not firtl {educed co magnifie Infpirarins(as 
Lut.10 23 chey call them) above Gods Oracles.H ppy are the eyes tht feethe shings 
ye fee, taid our dlefied Savicurco his Difciples,and God x blefled 
fur that light oftheCofpel,forthat manifeftation of Chritt,which the 

Lord is yet pleated to butcertainly unha ppy are 
pur eyes that ever we fLould live to fee thofe dayes, wherein they that 
up themfel ves,& their ownBrain-fick phancies,nder the no- 

tion of Divine In{pirations, above the holy Scriptures , and Gads fa- 

ered Ordinances, are beleeved and efteemed by tou muny for well- 


Good reader, giveme leave a littleto reafon with the, Wilt ho 
beleeve and follow (uch, who, becau‘e the revealed  ill-of God con- 
demns their praétifes and opinions, do flie tonew and private revela> 

¢g tions, thereby ro undermine the facred Scsipiures ? Thofe Scrip- 
«19.8.2. ysneverfo much of Divine illumination , it is beeanfe. we 
gq havenolightinus. Thole Seriptures which our blefied Saviour 


| Thofe 


‘tures, according to which, asthe Prophet tells us, if we {peak nor, let 


39.cOmmands us to feareh becaute in them Iscontaincd eternall life. 
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hofe Scriptures which theApoftle alfares us are quick & powerful], Heb. 1.12. 


able co make us wife unto falvation: and yet though fuch Scriptures, 
by thefe new Bvangelitts accounted no beiter chen a dead Ler- 


ter, then Milk for Babes, then rules for weaklings; andall this co. 


make way for their Enchafiaf{mes and pretended Infpirations, 
fo they may (wich ut any difpute or examination) obtrude any opi- 
on, though never fo abhorring from truch; any practice, though 
never fo prodigious or abominable, apon their followers, asthe O- 
racles of God, as the Minde and Will of JefusChrilt. Dear Chiiiti- 
an, confider fadly wich thy felf, and trie thelefpirits, and ¢ertain- 
lyCexceptthy underitanding be ftrangely darkned ) thou canit not 
but conclude that they arenot of God. 


Secondly, they bend their utmoft endeavours to extirpate the 
Minifterie of the Church, not confidering that whacfoever Plane 
is planted by our heavenly Fatherin the Garden of this World, ean- 
not be rooted up, though earth and Heil confpire againtt ic. Their 
quarrell is not onely at Preshyteros, but Presbyteratum, nothing but 
Root, as wellas Branch will fatishe their rage anderueltie; as well 
knowing, the way co fcatter the Sheep,is tofmite the Shepherd ; and 
and ifthey can take away the Leaders of Gods people, the number 
of their followers will be increa(ed. 

And in this they have more aflitance from the Jefuices, then they 
are aware @f, who are not to learn how cotrouble waters, and then to 
fith inthem ; witnefle he lately at NewesfPle, who pretended tobe a 


2Tim.3.1§ 


Mat.rs. 13 


‘converted Jew , almott Deified by thefe devifers of a new Religion, - 


till he was detested, as is manifelt by a Lecter from thence to fome 
in York, and there Printed , Fume 23.1653. andmany former dif- 


coveries of this nature have been made, well known to many ofthis 


‘Nation, though by coo few truly laid co heart, 


Do you hear of their Preaehings, or rather prophanation of Gods. 


| holy Ordinance? have you feen their Printed Pamphlers ? Good 
God! what whole loads of reproaches do they caft upon the Mini- 
fters of the Gofpell, to make them odious othe people; with what 
contempt and {corn do they mention them, of whom fuch glorious 
things are {poken in the Book of God ? 

How ferviceablein all ages the Miniftery have been to the Caufe 
and truch of God , Satan knows right well, who if he could prevail 
fo farre as toget it laid afide, ic were eafie for himto obtrude upon a 


people 


* 
a 


6 | Tothe Reader. 


| people ercourin‘ead oftruth, andro bring upon this Land, black 
‘night ofignorance and darknefle, notwithitanding all che Lighe 
‘thefe Defpifersof Gods Ordinances precend to be wichinthem. And 


againit 


»when we plainly fee them rifling upin fo much rage,not onel 
‘the Minifterie, but che Seri pttresthemfelves, and all comuake way 
fortheir Enthufiafmsand In{pirations, and that precended Light 
within chem, itstime for by-ftandersto confider, whether notwith- 
ftanding all chat lighc they boaft of,darknefle ere long be noc likely 
toove.take us ; and alfo tor thefe pretenders to lay to heatt that 
‘Caution of our Saviours, Lake ri, 35. even to take heed that the 
‘Light which isin them be not darkneffe, for if the Light wiuhin then 
be darknefle, how great is that darknefle ? | | 
And that this Lieht within chem is no better,their very Pamphlets 
do fufficiently evide 


(tor even their very private Letters, though there be not inchem 
ther Divinity, or reafon, or common fenfe , or fo muchas true Eng- 
lifh, come fub{cribed froms the Spirit of the Lord} as it is a wonderment 


to many, that evera people fhould be fo infatuated, as to receive | 


them with fo much efteem and veneration, as fy many Oracles dropt 
down from keaven. 


| 
?Tislikely fomeor other will be carefull to preferve by them fome 
ofthefe Pamphlets, as Monuments of their fally and fhame, for the 
fatistaction of after times, who otherwile will not beleeve that ever 
any generation of men fhould be fo belorred, as to be {urprized and 
captivated by fuch an isrationall Religion, 
_ Neiches fhould the Magiftrate hear better from them, if they had 
as little power as the Minifter coyindicate themfel ves from their in- 
aime Notwithilanding which it isnot good to be coofecure, but 
by wholefome Laws toiellrain theexorbitances of fach men. whofe 


Principles are che native Seeds of (edition, as having a peculiar ma~ 


Tignity unto Magiftracie, (triking at all authoritie, and chofé powers 
which are Ordained of God forthe worlds governance 3 who, {were 
icin their Hands) would as well leave no Magi@rateto punifh them 
for their Villanies, as Minifter to confutethem in their Herefies. He 


was no lefle then of a Propheticall {pirit, who told our late Parliament 


| 


V 
¥ 


ence, which (belidesthofe horrid and prodigious 
Blafphemies, and thofe bitter invectives wherewith they are {tuffc 
againit the Minifers of cheGofpell) do fo abound with ?.diculous 

non-fence, whieh yet they fear not to intitle the Spirit of Godunto, 
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in an Epiftle Dedieatory tothem fome yearsfince, That if thes Si 


prevailed, we have no Monarchie nthe State, nor Hierarchte in the 


Church, but Anarchieinboth. The Lord put into the hearts of thofe 
who are now inPower among us,to prevent(as much asin them lies) 
what miferies may befall this poor Church and Common-wealth by 
this evill and adulterous generation, vat Tee 
This Tam fure of, the Principles by whichthefemen areaéted, 
were the Source and Fountain ofall thofe diforders, tumults , Sedi- 
ticns, Warrs, Blocdfhed, Maffacres, Murders , which the reformed 


Churches bevond the Seas groan’d heavily under for many years. 


And fecing the beginnings of thefe forrowes are already planted in 


| this diftra&ted and divided Nation , feeing the root is already fixed ; 


inthe hearts of many, may we not jultly fear the ralie of the fame 


| biteer fruits, if once the Branches cver{pread the Land? it were an 
__ eafte thing to parallell their De&trines in every particulars promoted 
byfuchamongus, who pretend to thehigheit degree of Saintlhip , 


and Superlative holineffle. And fome Buds of the fame prattifes we 
have already tafted, viz. high contempt of Authoritie, by confronr- 
ting and {pitting defiance in the faee of Magiltracy in the very place 


| ofjudicature, horrible murders, abuminable adulteries, prodigious 


Blafphemies father’d on God himfelf with ftramge impudency, and 
whorith foreheads, tothe extreme {candall of Religion, and difho- 
nour of cur Nation, whieh happily (good Reader) may be prefented 
hereafter to thy publick view , if the mifleries of Germanie and other 
places be not fufficienc to let thee know what needs mutt be the ends 
ot fuch fad beginnings. 

But culy forthe prefene 1 had rather bewail then difcover their 
nakedneffe any further. Cod of hisinfinite mercies open the eyes of 
poor feduced {ou!sin this Nation, to perceive the depths of the fub- 
tiltie of Satan, though never fo glorious in Angelicall attire; and 
preferve thofe who yet adhere to che faith once delivered to the 
Saints in puritie, fiom being infe&ed with che fame Poifon, which 
is nothing elie but the vomitings of the infernall Dragon trom the 
botcomleffe pit, to deftray thofe precious fouls tor which Chrift died, 

Andtraly me thinks,thole, iato whole hands this hiftoricall nar- 
ration may come , and fadly read it, eannor but perceive ( except 
they will degrade themfelves from their fpeeies) thac tuel) dottrines 


asthefe, which ace attended with iuch diretull confequences, cannot — 
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8 ‘Te the Reader. 
from the Father of Lights, but the Father of lies; eannot pro- 

from the God of order,but the auchor of confuhon,though they 
never (0 much pretend t@a heavenly originall by a form of godlinefs. 
| Compare our prefent dayes with preceding Ages, and learn wife- 
dom by experience ofothecs, which colt them fo dear. Compare our 
pretended Apoftles,who boaft themfel ves to be {enc ot God to preach 
down preaching, with their Enchutiafts and falle Prophets, as the 
fequell doth manifeftly evidence, though their painted Pietie, and 

-ftrange notorious confidence for fometime procuredthem both ful- 
lowers and reputation. Comparethe doctrines of our new Evange- | 
lifts with the opinions of their pretendedly infpired Teachers, and 
judg whether they proceed not from the fame fpirit. Look upon their 
practices with an eye of pitie and deteltation, and eonfider fadly 

what we may come to, if Gods mercy ftep not into ftop the current 
of fach evills, before it {well into a Deluge. 

‘| Good Reader, let me defire thee , as thou Joveft the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, whe fo loved thee as to lay down his life for thee, to eonfider 


ferioufly onthefe things, and che Lord direst thy heart. | 


| Vaderftanding Reader, when I come to the Names of the Anabaptifts Somat have 

omitted, in the learned Author, becaafe nothing remarkable is related of 
them ; fome likewife of their epinions, the intention of this hiftory being notf{o much 
to fer forth their doGrines, astheir praGifes, neither have I exr€ly followed the 
phrafe in many places,but the fence and meaning of the Author The names of many 
places | have rerained asin the Latine. Wholoever defires to {€€ farther énto the opi- 
nions awd praGtifes of thefe men, may confult worthy Do&or Du Moulins hiftery of 
the Anabaprifts, and judicious Dr. Featleys Dippers Dippt. Thele things | thought 
good toadverrife thee of. Farewell. | 


-1,4.for Storch, read Stock, 1.23.for he read one, 1,24.for 

read the ether, | 
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Diatribe concerning the 
-progrefie, Se&ts,and Names ofthe 
Anabapuifts. 


called Anabaptifis , the year of our Lord 1521 give thems 
theirbirth, wherein firtt they began to aét their parts up- 
on the Stage ofthe world, and toimpofe upon Europe. They who 
are reeotded to be the prime Fathers of them, were Nicolas Starch, 
Mark Sisbner, but e{pecially Thomas Muntzer , men born in upper 


| Germanie, whohad the vail of Pietie drawn over their ations, their 
lineffe, but mindeszreedy ef In= 
novations, afpiring after fame and eredit, being born and framed for 
ftrange enterprizes. Martin Cellarius, a Swede by Nation > Capriion’s 
Scholler, and Melsncthom’s familiar friend, for fome time waslowred 
with their Leaven; butafcerwards repenting by his and Luthersad- 


lives beautified with a form of god 


Wi concerns the Originall of this Se& of men commonly 


monitions, and at once cating off his ancient Surname with this | 


Se&, appearing to the world in che new name of Borrz#s, in the moft 
famous Univerfitie of Bafi/, being firft chofen to read Philofophie,af- 


terwards Divinicie, befides his Logieck and Mathematieall writings, 


by fome Commentaries upon the Old Teftamence publithed to the 
world, he did teftifie his faithfulneffe co the Church of Godt where 
being caken with a violent difeafe intheyeer 156 4. he ended his 
dayes in rhe holy communion of the Orthodex Church, 


Nicolas Stereo and Mark Stubner were wholly taken upin proeu- 
ring the favour of the muJticude by feverall ftratagemms; | 


he, by hislearning, and a certain fharp quickneffe in the expofition 
of faered Seripture, thisother being no Seholler, by popular elo- 
quenee, enthufiafmes, and che report of fecret cunferenees between 


| God and him ; both ofthem by,many imaginations and divers ar-_ 
tufices. But thiswhich-was acted more and with deliberation 


by: 


(10 ) 


by thefe, was profeeuted mo 


‘Thomm Mantzer, by whole enmerprize and inftigation thac lamenrable 
fedition of the common’ people, wherewith Germany was fo fore} y 
fhaken , gather’d head and heart; the imprefle of this new Gofpel di- 
wulged by Stored and Stubner being once ftamped in the mindes of the 
Plebeans. Toboth which Sedacers what hapned afterwards, and 
their Cataftrophe, is not of any certaintie. Concerning Adwntxers 
‘endeavours and chole horrid conmotions which fullowed ther 


thall {peak in order, 
3. Fanatiek, fond men fnatcht oceafion torend che Ch 
God, and dividethemafelves into Sc&s, by a Book of Luthers coneer- 
ning Chrift:an libeitie, publithed firlt in the 5 21, after thae 
they had read init,thac a Chriftian is Lord of all, and (whjel ty none ; 
which words beiog wric in a found fenfeby Luther, that renowned 
fervant of God, and unfolded by a large explication, as allo expoun- 
ded by chis oppofice Aphorifine , that the fame Chriffs.sz s to be fervant 
of to aB,were wreited into the worlt fenfe by men impati- 
ent,as well of their own as their neighbours quiet, Hereupen firftin 
privace Capventicles they poyfoned the common people with the 
venome of this do&trine, afterwards in the very Pulpic were the 
tates of Prinees defamed, eruell extortion 
laid to their charge, libertie purchafed for all under the Kingdome of 
Chrift vainly boatted of,not onely complaints made concerning the 
tyrannicof thePope,but al fo of many dangerous defects tolerated in 
the Church by the firft reformers. And fo the two columns of publike 
Order; thedignitie of Magiltracies the reverence of the {acred Mini- 
fferie,' and the Authorizie of borh, was very much weakned and 
enervated. 
Thenthey proeced co congregate a new and more perfec Church, 
 asthey pretended, andeonfult about a new Politic or Church-Go- 
verment, and the Governours thereof to be initiated with new or 
reiterated Baptifme. And left the religion of their former Baptifme 
fhould ttartle their eonfcience, Infant Baptifin is declam’d againtt, 


as vain, vea, unlawfull, as not tobe adminilired co Infants in no fort 


capable chereof, fceing that Saerament did onely belong to men of 
age and judgement, as ableto ceftitte their willitigaefic to be Re- 
crivers. And that che zeal of this mew Church , witich the Dottors 
precended co beraifed out of rabbifh, might take a deeper im 


outragieufly and with eagernefle by 
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fionin the mindes of the common people, they endeayonred to 


ftamp the form of Gudlineffe upon their actions, and to ineuleate 
and preffe the fame unre theit followers: Hence the ordinary fub- 
jeéts of cheir publike Sermons and private Conventicles were, Sisne 
maff det Mable.The to be brought enzo fishjeBion. The Spirit tebe 
guickned. Duties of charitie are to be exeres[ed. We muft take up theCrofle 
of Chrift and follow him. We muft give our felveste fuftings. We ule 


few words, mesn attire, flender dset, toe care of the budew rsther tending to 
the negled thercof,then meatneffe or pampering of the It is beyond 
expreflion how much the Enemy of mankinde, by transforming him. 


felfintoan Angel of light, and hiding the depths of his fubxcilrie, 
did promote his Kingdome with this fleight, and how thefe new E- 
vangelilts did make even well meaning Chriftiams inelining towards 
them by chis counterfeic Gloak of pictie and holinefle 

So their mindes being prepared and fitted for this parpofe, 
Thomas Muntzer being Paftor firt atCygyea , afterwardsat Alfterum,a 
Town fituateonthe borders of Daringen and Samenie, thinking he 
mighe now proceed farther,he bound himfelfto a defperate and bold 
attempt, yea,he hardened his heart to any villany ; torwhen he had 
ebferved thename ot Lather co grow famous every where » by refto- 
ring of libertie in Ghurch-affairs, and all mens mindes co be bent up- 
on him; helikewife parpofed to gain repute , and the favour ofall 
men by fome netable enterprize, and dared openly to promife refti- 
tucion of libertie, and freedome to Subjeéts from the yoke of Tyran- 
nie, (for fothis defpifer of Gods Ordinance was wont to call the 
power of Kings and-Magiltrares ) whieh villany when he could nor 
perlwade Lasher (with whom he had lome meeting at ¥ sttenberg) to 
allow of, but being rebuked by him, and ferioufly admonifhed in no 
fort to perturb the publike peace , butto reverence che Powers or- 
dained of God, he began to ftomack Luther, and to thunder ag,inft 
him, complaining that Lure was asmuch in fault as the Pope of 
Rome, that indeed the work of Refornaation was in fome fort promo-~ 
ted by him, bacthat yet it was imperfe&, and infe&ted wich much 
Leaven of peftileattons doctrines; yea, that Luther was worle then 
the Pope himielf tor onely preaching a carnall Gofpel. Neither did 
he defiit co help forward a Tragedie concerning the power of Magi- 
ftracy, often preffing to the people, all things are free and commen 
by nature ¢ That the yoke of Princes, as "’ a6 of the Pope, wvat bo be {baken 
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goads and ends’ of ther 


of: hee wil nat giv to sdnouitions, but mate the 
sta be devoted to wid ana it 
d sll ty vindicate thst bibertie to themfelves Oy 2 moft jut warre 
which God had givenshen. Thecommon people being every where 
by this alarine,and allured wich the dwectnefle ot this new 
Preachc-up liberties did 'winde themfelves inco fadd commotions. 
‘Troupsof faSious perfons gathering head about the Lake Acromans 
in Aljasiaand Sweden, and bragging of their libertie all abouc, did 
defpife and thake eff all ieverence and fubjection due by Gods 
ordinance co their Governours. 


_ When Sathan had endeavoured by this f nare not onely to divide 


the new-badding Chureh of God by Sehifmes, and to change her 


beautie into deformitie, alfo to render the newly-retormed 


Charehes odions unto Magittrates, asif they abrogated the juit 
rights of Prinees, andthenew Gofpel did onely make way for tu- 
mules and fedicions, it cannot be exprefled what hatred this broughe 
upon the fatred work of Reformation with thofe men who were {till 
wedded ro thetr ancient fuperftition; for thefe tamulcs began now 
to beimputed not onely totheir Authors, a few ring-leaders of fedi- 
tious perfons, but to the Evangelical! doctrine,& the publithers there- 
of And that fo much the more, becaufe thefe new Patriarchs of the 
Anabaptilts were formecly familiar with them, whale endeavonts 
God had made of in the reforming of his Chureh ; and withall 
boafted that Luther himfelf was.of their judgement. Befides, 
this rabble of Plebeans raifed by the Trampets of fedition , did pre- 
tend codevote themfelves coche Gofpel, co adhere to faered Serip- 
cure, and.to aflert the libercie of their confciences by the power of 

| Bur that thofe Heroes, who were of approved faith and integrity 
reforming che Church of God might wipe off thefe blemifhes as 
well cat onthe dofrine of the Gofpel, as themfelves, thought the 
Canfe of God, wherein them(elves were involved, was to be vindi- 
cated by publike writings ; whichthing (among oshers) was fharp- 
ly,performed by Lusher, MJelsngibon , Zwinglius, Bullinger, Menins, 
Regiws, grievoufly inveighing both againft fedition,and che feditious, 
admanithing rebelliens fubjects of their dutie. towards Superiour 
out.of the Word of God, -Levarely cheeking thofe armed 
Preachers, and their Camp-Divinitie, and admonifhing all co 
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and a due obfervance of Magiftracy, leaving nothing undone to re- 
ftrain the violence of thefe’‘men, preaching up nothing but feditions, 
warrs, and wounds,with moft furious mindes. Lather efpeeially be= 
ing more provoked, did not onely publifh hortatery Writings, bat 
invettives alfo againft {edition, and in a peeuliar BooKagainft Rob- | 
bers and ruftick murtherers, did bid them battell, admonifhing Prin- 
ces that they would bridle the fary of futh bloody Vultures , €om- 
pelling thofe to peace whowould not be perfwaded by gentle 
Thefe new Doctors, Aduntzer with his Affacinates, being rather en- 
| raged then calmed by thefe admonitions, rife in greater tumulcs, 
complaining that Latker and other‘Teaehers of the fame ftamp, 
werecarnall men; that fome Branches indeed of Antichriftianifme 
| were lopped off by them,but the Tree and Root'were yet remaining, ) 
which onght tobe cut down, and they would endeavourit. And 
when they could finde no Patronage forthefe errours and tumults 
raifed by them in the written Word of God, they betake themfelves 
to new artifices, for defenee of themfel ves and their villanies, boaft- 
ing of Enthufiafmes and fecret in{pirations , every where ineulcating: 
| tc the unwary and eredalous commen people, That man muf live 
by every word that proceedeth out of themonth of Ged; That wsfdome war 
wet onely gained by Books and » but endeavour vas to be given that 
(accordsng to the prefeription of the Apoftle) all might ‘Propbecie. Here~ 
upon promifeuoufly almoft every Fifhmonger boatted of the Spirit, 
feigned revelations,, invented Enthufiafmes, after the example of 
Stechand Munizer , they fecopen the Pulpitto Coblers and the ba- 
fe(t of men, and what everegregious dotages was dictated unto any 
lying in wait to deceive, they cbtrided theth for the Word of Gade 
both befide amd againtt the facred Scripture, defamed’ the publike 
affemblies of che Orthodox, inveighed againlt the Lusher si taith, as 
deftieute of good works revealed certain opinions %& myfterics 
not unletle among thecandidates of theirown Religion ; over other 
things chey cafta blackail, left cheir ‘villany-fhould’ be petceived; 
infinuated themfelves into houfes and families by wonderfull artifi- 
ces: gathered Conventiclesin fecret corneis,p: ofeffed humilitie efpes 
cially cowards the pooreit and vileft fort of people, invaded and infa~’ 
tuared the mindes of credulous men,by all kinds of machinations. 
A wide gate being once fet open -forerrour by Enthafiatmesy any’ 


portentous, opinionswere obtruded upon theeommon fert of 
people, irehing after novelties, and curbulent wits were put upon 
the project of introducing a. new politysas well in State as Church, in 
Europe. chey fhould be hindeed-by any tie of con(cience,or 
Oath of Allegiance cotheir. Governours, they began to preach, That 
Oarhes wereplaw‘all umder che difpenfation of the New Telta- 
ment, and cheréfore whatever were taken, or to be ad viniftvediwere 
invalide in right,and eqnitie, Thofe foundations being laid before~ 
hand, the conimon people by their Gofpell of warre being as i¢ were 
 Gall’d forchcadibertie, conf{piratits was hatched, fedicious Rebels 
{uddealy armed againft their Governours, and moit flourifhing 
yinces, wallowing in much blood, werelaid watie by lamentable 
chiefet Incendiary.s:and greatefi firrer up of 
thefe feditions, wha, having gain’d authoritie by working him(elf 
into the gyod opinion ef the conamon people, began openly to pro- 
fefle that he, had Commifion. from God himfelt co punith wicked. 
Governonss,and co'change heir civill Politie For this caufebeing 
expelled out of Saxenieby Frederick the PrineeEleGtor, and fo wan. 
dingupanddown throngh:Germanie ant: Helvetia, he fowed the 


feeds.of Seditian tn every place,and at length returning 


a famous Tow. in Duringen, he cavae co that height of boldnefle , by 
the aff tance of fattious men of his Partic, chat depofed:the Magi- 
ftrate from his Authority, & filled the Couxewith his Sectaries, yea, 
hearing and ju ging well of all civill as 


Ecelefiatical! eases, fpreading abroad this do&trine, That a judges. 


Word of that he might more clofely knie.the 


mindas of cheirabble to him, who ordinarily are_of a mean conditi- 
on, he not ppoinced MoneSaries for publike Plunder, bucal-. 


commanded communitie of goods after the example of the primi-: 

tive Church intheApoftlesdayés; and thofeamone them who were 
ofifortunes. ifhe could mor net perfwade rhem-therevo by argument, 
he,comipelled either by violence, or the fear of 


ther watted with exaflions, or apprefled with she; fometimes (00 ri~ 
gid government of their $uperiours, or elfe indigent’; by 
hisfeditions Lewegrsfcattered all absoad by bis Emiffaries, publithed 


| his 


under'the Nevp-Tef ament: were to be oppomted and aminiftred bythe 


aterevils. Whea: 


nathing wasmore likely ce be greedily (wallowed by the Vulgar, 
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| of Adanffield, being forced to a warre by 


this doctrine of Communicie with high commendation 
libertie; fearful] and great comrmctions followed in many Provin- 
ces, in Daringen, Sweden, and efpecially in Frascunia , wherethe Ru- 
fticks gathered together in great multitudes, flie toweapors, 
temine all government, demolifly Caftles and itrong holds, as fetrers 
oftheir libertie: Atamzer inflames the mindes of chefe men, 
then madd alreadiescalls the labourers from the Mansfield Mines: 
ro the Riot and Plunder, proclaims himéelfto all co be the Servane 
ot God appointed by Commilflion from him.o deltroy the wicked of 
theearch, and boa(ts chaccthe Sword of Gideow was put itico his hand 
by God, with chis fubfcription commonly uled in his Letrers, Thoms 
Muntaer the fervant of God againft the wieked;- aS. allo,Themas Muntzer 
with the {word ef Gideon. This Incendiary was more and mere inflas 
med by one He sry Pfeffer, who now of a Monk being made aBraws 
ler, and counterfeiting a Heavenly Viliony gathered together ad 
my of feditious men co deltroy thetr Governours. 
Hufiz, wich the Counts. 
thefeitubborn Rebells, pre- 
parean Army, and after many admonitions, all jn vain., they fer 
on chefeBands,racher of Husbandmen then Souldiers, who hadpitch- 
ed them(elves onan hill neghbouring on the Town Frackbenbufium, 
roared chem, and put chem co flight, even quaking betore the Batcell, 
and@'in vain excited to fortitude and eonfaney by the tremble voiee 
of Muntzer. Thenthey take Frankendufium by ftorm, Aduatzer who 
had chither,counterteited himtelffick of fome languithing di 
eafe, but by the fpeciall providence of God being derefted by thefer- 


Phe Prinees of Saxonie, Brunfwick 


| vamtofacertain Nobleman byfome Letters hid in a Baggebythe | 
| bedofrhe Counterfeit ; and being dragged oat of his Dene wich his 
| Mate Pfeffer, was committed co Prifon, where the Names of hisCon- 


federates being extorted from him by Racks and’ Tortures, -cogether 
with Pfeffer caken neat lfenacum, bring almoft in defparation, he 
fered inthe ycar 1525. by rhe commen Hangman,nor fart from 
bufium , the {word of Juftice revenging his villany , and the:deacth of 
many Myziads. In Sweden alfo, Duringen, Franconia; Baveria, Al. 
fatia, Auftria, ‘and Styria, vitories do crown their Governours, the 
Troups of ruftick Rebels being feattered, Cities engarrifoned by the 

factieus,either taken by Stotm, or elfe furrendred, fome are feverely 
punifhed, all are cerrified,.the torrent ef an evill, fo epidemicallsis 
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thofe Provinces. | 

‘Thefe erack-brain’d {editions Schifmaticks being repreffed by 
foree of ArmsinupperGermanie, andthe fireot Rebellion being ex- 
tinguithed with much blood, the wound began to bleed afrefhin 
Relvetia, the Anabaptifticall tenents fcattered before by AZuntzer, 
wandting in thofe places, being greedily fuckt in by fume Preachers, 
and orefled upon their people in private and publike meetings; 
among whom the grand Leaders were Falix Alantzius and Conradus 
Grebelius of Zurich, whereof one had in vain ambitioufly fought to 


Paftor at Waldfbutum , who not onely by preaching but by writing 
had perverted the Confciences of many with Anabaptifme, though 
ftoutly canfuted by Haldrick Zwingliw witha publike Pen; whoac 
Zerich ina folemn difputation,after cwo former in Fanusry & March, 


iin the year 1525. in the Moneth November, at the Open Court, three 


dayes together debaced the matter with A¢sntzius and Grebeliws , and 


an{wered their arguments againft Infant-Baptifm, and cavils alfoin © 


laying tohis charge hisOrdimation by PopeNiéco/as,with full demona 
{tration of {pirit & of power from above going along with himin the 


iT 4 undertaking. Anabapti(m being triumphantly vanguifhe in that dif- 


putation, by the endeavours of Zwinglius , Leo fuds and Garpar Me- 
gander, and truth being fufficiently cleared, the Senate of Zurich, bya 
folemne Edi& eftablithed Infant-Baptifme, and commanded the 
gainfayers to live peaceably in filence. # 

But as yet che ftorm was not quite appeafed, but Anabaptifme had 
again invaded the mindes of many Citizens by clandeftine Conven- 
ticles;in fo much that many Senatours,who had joyned themfelves to 


finefle were W tlliam Rawbli,P Broflein, George Blaurocky Fobn 
Den'ius, Andrew Stultzins, but efpecially one Habmerierué , who for- 
_ merly had been a Minifter of the Gofpel! at Waldfbutum, a Citic bor- 


dering upon Switzertand, and afterward fell away tothe Anabaptiits, 


in fo mnehthat che Citizens falling out among themfelves, by reafon 
ef differences in religi on, the place was again expofed to the power 
ofthehonfeof Anfris, and che Ronuth faperfticion ; but he flying 
to Zrrich, lay lurking there among his Difeiples, untill being appre- 
henided by the Senate, and commanded to defend himfelfin the open 
. Court, 
| 


ftopped & ancient peace doth, it were rile,from the dead to bleffe 


be Hebrew, the otherGreek Profeffor; as alfo Balihs(ze Submeierus 


theie new Patriarchs, were infected. The preateft fticklers in this bu- 
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Courts he was derefted by Zwin ins to be guilcy of many errours 


bythe Word ofGod: But he (albeit freely promifing a publike re- 


cantation ) perfitted co infect people with the poifon of his Doé&trines 
in the very Pulpit, Being reproved for this, and confefling he was 
put upon ic by Sacans fuggeftions, yet afer many promifes and 
nuNntiations ofthe Anabaptifticall cenents, he wae difmiffed from the 
Citie. Buc asmenarewontto ftrive againft che @ream, and defire 
more eagerly things denied them,{o the mixed multitude could not 
be bridled by this inhibition, bac chat fecrecly they favoured the opi- 
nionsof thele tanatick men , fecout with much artand el nce 
by their Teachers: - For now,befides the noveltie of cheir doétrines, 
thefe mew Evangelilts began to be lookt upon with an undeferved 
eye of pitie, as racher miferable then wicked, and more prodigall of 
theirown tranquilitie then ofthe Faith, their obltinacy in errour 
was Chriftened conftancy to Truth: So that che Senate of Zurich was 
forecd at laft ro incerpofe in the bufineffle by a fevere Edi&, in the 
year 1530. punithing the Teachers of Anabaptilme with death, and 
their entertainers with heavie penalties. Among other this was one 
of the doétrines of Submeierne, That the foul of Adam did not eon- 
fent cothefirlt finne, fothat he remained upright afcer the Fall, nor 
loefing the libertie of his Will, buttheobedience of hisFlefh. . 
Ac Bafil alfo thefeunhappy Tares being Sown, things were put 
into diforder by the Anabaptilts, wich whom Oecolampsdins , a grave 
Divine, difpuring in the faidCitie, in the years 15 25,1527, and 
1529-upOn the Articles of Pedobaptifme, Anabaptifme, Magiftra- 
cie and Oathes, abundantly fatiffyed the caufe, but not the ftube 
born gainfaye:s, fo that by the Authoritie ofthe moft prudent Se- 
nate; being very zealeus cf Gods glory, the Anabaptitticall Se&tari- 
ans being reftrained, they provided both forthe peace and purity of 
the Church of Bafil. 
_ The peace likewife of the Republike of Berns was troubled by 
thefemen,efpecially LewwHefer, FobnS cckler;and be- 
ing admitted to a publike difputation,in the year 1528, their errours 


were routed, and their prime Defenders where confuted by Berthol- 


dws, Hallerws & Francis Kolbins,Minifters ofthe Gofpel. But when the 
Anabaptilts muttered in private corners that they were not yet fatis- 
fied, that Truth might ride in open triumph over errour, a folemne 
di(putation wasagain appointed the honcurable Senate of Berns, 
| 


\ 


whole dayes together, taken by publike notatie$, and priated did 


in Faly, in theyear! §32,at Zofinga in Argovi 4y within-che Tarritdtic 


of Berns, which being held there between the-Paftors of the Chute 


at Berns and the Anabaptifticall Doftors, and continuing’ nine 


very much conduce to contirme many in the cruch; apd redace ‘oq 


thers from their eirour. “And when fome Anabaprifts aboue the 


year 1539) had raifed new commotions inthe Territorie of Burns, 


the Settaries were kept in by the vigilancy and fevere Edits of the 


Moreover ia Galli Fanun, a-Citie-in league-with the Cantous 


Helvetia, no fenall troubles were created’ by Conradus Grebilins and 
his followers actenipted by all kindeof'Maehinations ‘claricular 


firggeitions; publike Sermons, Wiiting$,8¢ all unlawtu!l wayes,char 
this famons City might beeoinea Pellz, and a réeceptucie for this ge~ 
nération of men, but by thelingular merey of God , the Writings of 


the zeal of Joschinus Vudianus, and prudeneeof he 


giftrazes the evill was preventéd, and. thofetronblers of Titael eatt 
out oftheCiry. Neither did chat-moft-horrible act of Thoma S:huce 
difeiple to Addchior Rincbins,a Grandee of the Anabaptilts, a 
cowards the ¢xpullion of thefe Seébaries our of thar 
City with che publike hatred ofiall good men. For chis' Schucke* at a 
certain time in fall aflembly ofthe Anabaptifts,counterfeiting a hea- 
venly rapiure and in{piration, commanding his brother Leonard 
rey co keel down upon his knees, calls fora word, his Father 
and Mocherand others ttanding Sy, demanding what he meant by 
fach warlike preparation, heantwered, Be of good courage, I will do 


*m@thing buc What is revealed to me by my heavenly Father. The 


mindes of all prefent being intent upon this new {pectacte,this madd 
Prophet, drawing out the Sword, cuts off his bothers head at one 
blow, in amoft barbarous manner; ttriking che beholders with ter- 
rourand amuzement, but efpccially wounding his Patents hearts 
wich un{peakableforrow.. The Law laying bold upon forthis 


abominab!emurder, he faffered condign punthment, without _ | 


ahy remorfe of confcienee for this heinous villany, in the very place 
of execation profelling, chat this was the will of God revealed to 
hin from heaven. This lamentable Tragedy hapned in Fannm Gilli, 
year ig27, which did much work upon the hearts of Chritti- 
ax Magiitrates to make them zealous again{t thefe furious Prophets 
and 
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and sheir followers, in publifbing (everé again theirftayin 
that City, or their Rervitorigs. Lhe banifhment of chefe,men bm ughe, 
peace indeed inthe Cityof Seng but/new troubles co the.neigh= 


bouring juri{diction of che ABbat of Cel en, thefe bafic- 


| digs flipping thither ta wnovation, and perturb 
the work of Retormation thereinergvell, 
Satan alfg being not fuffered to a& part in-chis;Theater, en-, 
deavoured to fet up his Stage inthe mott flourifhiug Cicies of 
at Str Huffman, ormges by Camtius, at Anfburge by. one 
Lames Peilio, ag by: Kleiber.s andjin other places by other of the, 

Anabaptilts, chede fown and {cattered.about; bur.the 
Magiltrates and faithfull Minifters of God wilely reprefled the at- 
tempts of thefe curbulent men, their peftilentiall Doctrines being, 
-gonfited in pub!ike difpucations , were condemned. and prohibited. 
by tolemn Edits. Alchaugh alwaycs fome fire lay lurking underthe 
| deceitful athes kindled by Brain-uck Dactors, breaking out now and. 
thenindiversplaces 
many Anabaptifls banithed from Helvetis and Upper-Germ my, 
berakethemfelves to Moravizs, and .here joyned themf{el ves co faeti- 
ous menof their own fe&,, who itched after novelties. By many 
nieetings, divers artitices, collections, their Emiflaries: being fenc 
away into the Provinces and.neigbowing Kingdomes, the fame poy- 
fon inte&ted Bobemis, Polonia, Hungarie, Aufirja, and Silefis. Where- 
upon fedicions every where following , and uproars, fome ofthem 
| being apprehended, werg rewarded wich capitall punifhmenc, for 


their labour; among whom was Hubmeierys, . who ma- 

king a combuftion: in being brought to Viewzs, was 
therebarnt. And being Canoniz’d fora Maityr-by the Anabap- 
tilis, cheir minds were not hereby ac all micigated, bac rather infla. 
med, neicher did chey leffeufe all kinde af machinations 10 confirme — 
and propagate their Se&; wheeherfuch,jas.zeal without. knowledge 
did fuggef to harmlefle men, orfuch as their Leadersinvénted by 
fictions. Among which the preaching of chedo&rine ot Com- 
munity of Goods before mention’d,was not the Jeaft, drunk in. with 
fo greedy ears and minds by che off-{couring of men,who being poon 


themi(elves, did placetheir hopes in othert riches. Yet it gave a 


jtilts of Moravia (men being 


y reftlefle ) began to breakin- . 
| 


of halc co the progyretie of Seftaries, that the Anabap- 
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tofabdivifions, producing. two Sects, one of the Hufterians, and- 
ther of the Gubrielifts, {9 nominated from Lames Hafter, and Gabriel 
| Scherding, two prime Leaders, who firft kindled the fire of Sehifme 

Bat as upper Ger 
i ditions Anabaptifts, folower Germany was not free from the fpiric 
Of giddineffe ; but moft flourithing Piovinees, Weffphalia, Freezeland, 
weerree greatly diftemperd by new Apottles, who, boafting 


avia. | 6.3 


y was peftred with whole {warms of thefe fi 


Sommendirig themfelves to che world by a forme many 
corrupted and fowred with this Leaven of Anabaptifme. But 
pecially Manfier (a famous Citic of Weftphslia) was fet upon by: 
thefe new Prophets. In which they ufed a certarm Climax or grada- 
tion, when firft the Dofrine of Reformation began to be preached 
in that Cicde by the ‘endeavours of’ Bernard Rutm sn , joyned 
themfelvesunto him. Hereupon the Papifts made a flirre, but in 
ain, Rotman defires fome Minitters of che Word might be fent un- 
tohim from A4arpurgum, by whofe advice and affifiance he might 
fet forward che new-born work of Reformation. Perter Wirthemins 
fand Godfrey Stralen are fentfecretly. Rotman with thefe his Coadju- 
tors do thallenge the’ Romifh Dottors to a folemn difputation 
“laying down their errours ‘by writing, and promifing a 


our ofthe written Word of God, they are filenced, and fix Churches 
ate put ini to poffeffion of rhe Proteftants. ‘The Canonifts and cheir 
Adbettors complain anto the Bifhop of the anrighteous dealings of 
the men of Muanffer, He advifesthem by Letters and his Legate, to 
‘banifhi che new Preachers out of the Citie, and to reftore his Prietts 
to theexceation of their Office. But when the Bifhups indeavours 
“werein vain, and thenumber of Proreftants fo increafed, that no 
{mall places could conrain them, by the mediation ofthe moft re- 


-Charehes affigned to the Proteftant Preachers, che Cathedra!] co che 
_Canonifts, and co the Bithop his juftrights, they al(o were allowed 
l theardinary maintenanee for the Miniftry. When from rhat time 
for fome months together, they did Offieiatein their diltin& Chur- 
ches peateably. Acrew of Anabaptifts had fecret!y got together in 


ofnothing but the Word af God, and heavenly revelations, and 


Confutation of them from faered Scripture. But when the Papifts . 
confeffed themfelves unablein difputaton todetend their Do@rines 


-nowned Lantfgrave of Hafiz the differences were eompofed, certaine 
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to Munffir, inthe year 1533, whofe Kingleaders were 
a Bakerof Haris, and Joby Bosoldws a Taylor of Lesden; who be- 
ing entertained privily by fome Citizens, gather nightly Conven- 
ticlesin corners, teacha new Gatechifme, condemn Intent-Bap- 
tifme, donct onely infe& their Profelices with a new dodine con. 


cerning Baptilm,buet alfoinitiace chem by reiteration of that Sacra- 


mient,and withal] they urge the Communitie of Coods. Whenthefe 
new Teachers ( F-bxot Leiden efpecially by his canning eloquence 
and counterfeit pietie, reprelenting in ether things a Tyrant-) had 
ain’d the hearts of credvlous people, this new Se& ina thort time 
well’d extreamly, all fuch flocking unto him who were either in 
debe, or indigent, and fuch whole mindes were ready for any villa- 
ny Cr fedition. Towhom reforced the very filth of men invited 
thither by the Anabaptifis trom neighbouiing Provincesswherenpon 
thefe new Prophets growing impudent, contend with the Minifters - 
of the Gofpell concerning Infant-Baptifme; octman hnoting after 
pular applaufe, firit coldly oppofes them , afterwards (contrary to 
istaith and promile )joyns himfelf untothem by an open révolt.As 
likewife Herman Strapeda, Henry Rullius, Godfrey Siralen- and others,, 
The Citic being again divided into partsand faGions, che Senate ap- 
pointsa publike difputacion about the matter, they meet in the year 
1533. -inthe Moneth of Auguf. Rotman, with other Seftaries,againit 
Herman Boj:ius, Tobn Glandorpius, Peter W irtbemius, Holtmansand 
their Cotlegues. And when here al{o Truth had triumphed over er. 
rour, by che Edi& ofthe Senate, the Anabaptilts are banithed outof 
the Citie. They countertciting la lurk privily in {mall 
Cottages, and relying upon the favour of many Citizens,they de- 
fended, confirm’d and propagated their Caufe and new Gofpeli in 
privace Conventielesi Divers tumultsare raifed inthe Cicy,grave 
mén and favourers of the Truth, either forefeeing the impendent mi- 
fery,or caft down with fear,forfake the Cicie.From words they come 
to blowes, and they who before lay Jurking in theirholes, now arm. 
themfelves againft the Orthodox} at length peace being eftablifhed, 
by granting libeity of confcience to both parties,differences arecom- 
poled, yet butfor a time. For chefe men tofled about with the 
winde ofevery doG&rine, and greedy after innovations, thought ic 
not (ufficient that every one fhould enjoy his libertic of con{eienee, 
bur ambitioufly {eek after an arbitrary power Of governing, and 
ttirnigg 
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community ofall Goods eftablithed by a novell Edié& of chee 
Prophets,underthe pain of death: all books (except the Bible) are’ 
_ facrifieed tothe tury of mercileffe flames, Schools are abrogated, yea, 


curnipgall things at their pleafiire. The new Prophets, 
thias and of Leiden, feign extafiesand infpirations, with horrible 


| clamoursin high-wayes, at Croffes, they call all men to repentance, 


many prodigies are (pread among the vulgar, at Ojrabrugum, We(.- 


Warendsrp, and other neighbouring Ciries. Thofe of the Ana- 


baptifticall parcy are allured with the {peeious promife of receiving 
a hundred fold for what ever Goods they fhould forfake in this 


| Caufe. Many Senators relinquith the Citie, the refidue are put ouc 


of Oifice,; new Senators are elected by the Prophets, and ampng 


them one Bersard Cuipperdellingth , an old Innovator , quick in dif- 
patch, and framed by nature for {edition To whom are joyned Se- 
 nators, all men of che lame minde, fitted for che fame purpofe. Jalins 
a Freezelander, Rotm wand others havethe preheminence in Eeclefi- 
_afticall Affemblies ; Monafteries, Churches are prophaned, plunde- 


ved, a vait pillage is colle fed, and made a common Trealury ; yeas 


 publike aflemblies:in Charches are diffolved, thefe Prophets often 


prefling to their followers, that now that happy tine waseome,when 


| -allthould betaughtofGod.And when the Citie was befieged bv the 
__ Bithop, thefenew Prophets raife arms. fortifie the Citie, melethe 
Bells into Murdering Peeeess and affigning to every one his charge, 


they.do not onely deceive the common’ people wich counterfeit 


words, bar alfo griedethem wich unreafonable ducies, and con- 
firm their power by Barbarifme aad efuelty againft all gainfayers. 
had made a Salley into che thickeft of che 
Enemy, but witha (mall! force, and mifCarrying in the A&ion, it 


| bred fome difeontent in the Citizens minds’. Ivbn of Lesden topatch 


up the bu ‘ineffe, counterfeirs, thit mor onely his death, but che 
manner of his dea:t was long betore revealed unto him; then he 
begets new hopes in their languifhing mindes by promifing a mira- 
culous-delivelance from che Siege. Inthis Rormn (econds him. And 
making an onler on the Citie with Joffe, being beaten 
 back,the’Plebeans credit to his Prophecies: Hereupon as it were 
falling into an extafie,” and continuing three dayes {peechleffe, at 
heicries our, thattwelve men, who were notorioufly fa&i- 
wereto be Governours of new Iftael, by the command of his 
heavenly 
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| heavenly Father, Heasthe Prophet of Gad, doth referve to hiatfelf 
' authoritie of declaring checommands of God to them, eftablifhes 
Poligamie to cloak his whoredoms and adulceries; is inraged at fome 
| diflenting Brethren, and backs his Tyranniewith many flatighters ; - 
fo that not onelythe fortunes but rhe lives of all the Citizens did 
depend on the fole Will of this wicked wretch. Whofcever did but 
tongue againit chele Prophets, as guiliieof high treafon, be- 
-eamea Sacrifice cothe lufs of molt babarousmen. Ina word, all 
—humaneand divine Lawes were {purned and trampled under foor. 
Yea, the madneffe of chis prodegie of men arofe to that height, thac 
_ by che cunning ofa certain Gold{mith of Warendorp, fuborned by 
him to counterfeit an Enthafiafine and Revelation from heaven, 28 
—alfoche fortifhneffe of adoring peuple, from a bafe Mechanick he 
ftepe inco the Regall Throne; as Lord and Governour of large Domi- 
-nions, andin a milerable dittrefled Citie a&ted the Majeftie of a 
Prince; and when he had provided royall preparations, furniture 
and attendance, his cruelties with unparalleld tyrannie, 
by itrange adulceries and prodigious flaughters. He diitribured 
| Principalicies'and Dukedomes at his pleafure among his Creatufes, 
| andby hisEmitlaries proclaimed his Soveraigntie the Kingdome of 
| Zion, arming the common fort in every place co warre ando fediti- 
on. Truly after Ages will hardly beleeve what abominable villanies 
| this Montter and attempted, affuming to himfelf this fanatick 
Title, lobn King of New Hsernfslem,the King of juftice over the whole earth. 
Coneerning whont they thac defire more may conlule the tench 
Book S/eidens Commentaries , Hortenfins conce:ning the tumults 
of Anabaptifts. and Wigandsus concerning Anabaptifme. Which 
Comedy, (or Tragedy rather) continued folong, till the City be- 
ing broughr to great extremity, and taken by aftratagem, the abu- 
fed people began to acknowledge the madnefle of theimProphets,and 
their own credulity, by coo laterepentance. of Leiden being 
taken, together with Cuipperdsisngth andother Ring-leaders, after 
conferences appointed between themand AnthanieCorvinusand 
Jobu.Kymeus, Divines of but withour fuccefle, bothofthem 
with their Aflacinates, were many wayes tortured, and plucked-in 
peeces wich buening Pinchers, deferving many deaths , as.ajutt re- 
ward of their moft horrible Villanics, and atteewards hane’don the s 
higheft Tower of the City, do teach afterages To liverightvnfly, amd 
not to defpsie God, who % mot mocked, Whas 


. 
> 
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What other tamulis wereratled in and by the 
Anabapelfticallcrew, efpecially what commorions did endanger 
Amfterdam and Leiden, may be icen at large in Hortenfiss, lyctore 
quoted, Yer alchough chete evills fell heavie on the Heéads of the 


| ttt Authors, and nothing was omitted either by Magiltrate or Mini- | 


ftecto Lop the torrent of chefe furies, yet this Sect ot men took {uch 
déep rooting in the Provinces, and did fo befor the mindes, elpeci- 
ally of che vulgar forc, underthe colvur of fimplicity, fineerity, humi- 


| licy, exceOrdinary eharity, & tingular love cowards the {icred Ward 
of God,that niany(otherwife good & zealous men) fided with them, — 


turning the licentioufneileof many retormers into the prejudice of 
Reformation. Moreover their Teachers defending their Errours by 
their Confeflionsaad Writiags,partly dotrinall,parcl y Legicall,and 
partly Apologecicall, isthedutie of Magiltrace & Muitter ta 


ufe ai! means poflible to rettifie (uch erroneous confcieneds, that be- 


ing reducedintothe way of truth their fouls may be gained unto 
God, andcopreferve others from the like contagion, whom that 
peltilenciall Planethath notyctitrucken. 

sBaras the: Builders of the old Babell, by the confufion of their 
tongues pablifhed their own wickednetle and deferved punifh- 
menct ; ip likemanner God would not onely have the Anabaprifts 


track with giddineficin the Brain, burtheir tongues divided: and 


 taffered by his moft jult judgemenr, that chefe Seftaries did not 
onely break into traGions, but likenew aitis, chey profecuted 

_ each ocher with inveterate mindes and Writings, wounding their 
 ewn Bowels with reciprocall Anathemaes. Neither onely do the 
Anabaptifts in Aforavis break in peeees, but likewife they of the 
 Low- Countreys being devided, thunder one againft another, and 
tox light eaufes delivereach otherunto Sathan, To feareh into the 
names, polities . and feverall opinions of all thafe Seéts imio which 
chis Kingdome was divided, would be of tedious inguiftcion, yea 
hardly poffible for any but one of the fame eommunion ;_ but this is 


well known,’ that the Anabaptilis bave been, and are yet diftributed | 


into many-Clafles , deriving their names either from thofe. Do&tors 
whofe opinions they principally embrace, or-from the courte of life 
follow, orfremthe placesoftheirentertainmene. 
In che fronr.are placed the Muntzerians , fo called from Mustzr 
grand incendiary their Generall, making themfelves 
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Huttites, from lobu Hutt, who (afcer his example) called chesefelves 


| and cragieall ; That af the Canaanites were to be cut devon wiih the [words 
That the day of udgement was at hand, That the Angell was fummisne the 
loft Trumpet. Hereupon many of them began co {pend their fubltance 


prodigaly: asofno ulein che worldto come, fo nearathand. Buc 


ing fed long with hopes, and bronghc hereby co extreme poverty, 


they at length (too late) obferved, that they paid too dear for the 


> madneffe of their Propher,and their own credulitie. Oshers had’ the 
name of Auguftinians fiom one Anguftine a Bohemian , which held, 


the day of jndgement, and that the Kingdome of heaven was noe 
yet open’d to any Belcevers; wich other opinions commen to other 
Brain fick Se&tarians, | 


man, amanofa Provea; temper, farnifhed with popular eloguenee, 
who firft grew famous at Argenssne, and drew a gieat iort ot Dilciples 
after him; the repuced Patriarch alfo of thofe Anabaprifts who 
grew (o numerons in lower Germsznie,for after he had betook himfetf 
to Embds, in theyear 1528, and had there fet our his counterfeit 


very good at. A great confluxofmen, itchingafter novelties, in- 


followers, that chey cryed him up for Elias, fent into the world be- 
| fore the day ot judgement. Returning to Argentine, by reafon of the 
Prophecie of acertain old-man, a Freezelandcr, and openly piofefing 
Anabapti(me, he bred nu{mal!l commotions in that Chureh. An 
Affembly being called riereupon in che Moneth of Fane, 1532, he 
was admirted to a publick difputation with the Miniftersof' the 


lias, fothata Sedition wasfeared, caftinto Prifom by 
the Magiftrates. Hereupon the Anabaprifts boalted he fhould come 
forth with a hundred choufand Saints, having the mark of God in 
their foreheads, who fhould ftrike the earth with a Curfe,and break 


wicked opinions and deteftable attempts. Ochers were named 


The corporeal If-ael of God,boaked of Vifionsand Enchutiatms, bat fad 


That the Souls of the faichfull were kept from the Viton’ of God till 


Orthers went unde;x the name of unnians from M 


Wares, with much artifice and fingular eloquence, whieh he was 


creafed thisnew Se, and he gainedfo much authority among his 


Word, and his dotages were fuffieicntly eonfuted... But when this 
would net quiet him, andche Anabaptifiscried up Argentine, for - 
the new Hicrufilem, in which the new Kingdome cf Chrift wasto 
be fet up , and joyned one Gornelins Paltermanto him, as to En 


| 

- 
throught 


whatfvever: That their Elias 

and Enoch fhou!d be the two Candlelticks and Olive trees , Revel. 11, | 
4:5. which norman contd burgsandif men fhould atcempr it, Fire 
{sould proceed onvorthet: mouth,to-confume their enemies, But 


whenthele fonns ofthe Propkets\in vain had expected the delive- 


range of their Elias, atthetime foretold by ether Enthafiatts, Hoff- 


man (that hemighcitillumaincain his Ak repute, and keep them itill ba 
expectation ) began co wiite out of Prifun,that his Dilciples-mut 


ref conteyted for two years, ;afier the example Of Efdras and Huzgat, 
whpfeindeavours in rebuilding the Temple of the Lord were 
ned forthe (aid cermstill God. ‘ttirred up the (pirit of King Gyras:to 


afiitchem, Se backing their errours with pertinacy ,. at length he 
| dying in Psifons theirchapes vanifhed, 


| 
Oikiess were calked Michael Si pany acd, 
for his execrable, and not-once-to: be-named’ | 


T y GedcheSonne, {pread abroud 
maintained with ys and wickednalice, Wis 


burnt.acGeneva, not by the onely inttigatton of agreac and 
holy, Diving Casreported by ime} out of Meer malice>: but. by des 
bufineile being commun igited ta the Com- 


Chaurchesof Heli ctizs bréadving in the 
midit of blafphemics, judged moit worthy, aswell by Proteftants,as 
his Crimesin furiousilames. 


:idBut the Had thei¢ denominarion:from D | 
Deifinfss Batavianjan infamous Sm paltonsa Mattersas well of prodi-: 
Bla(phemics, as moh thameleffe ints, whocame to that height: 

of boldneffe and asto arrogate toliimfelt to. be Chrift the 
bord, ¢o pteferne himfelfbefore the eternal Sonne of thereternall 


Rather, stp apply'ta hitnfelf the Paophefjes concerning Chrriit our 
“ederim: Satied W ad; acconni the Soiptoress as nothing 


mych ev Oncousat ertour) i¢{elt.a ¢ery Moniter of men, and thame, 


naqures Which ba fphemiies, withiocher'dotagestie coll intd: | 
nticuleds i where he alT eeaches, chat the do&tcine: 


dedivered ih fated: Scrprure, imperfect, yea Ghildith ally. 
ifiwerbin the And: although thele Blat) 
phe iddmay hand! y:' fennrco gainioredit with any. Orea~: 
Mes what numerous followers this 
wicked 
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wieked wretch got by two means elpecially.: 1. By an externall 


~ except unto perfect Profelires, and that feeretly, as if the world 


himfelf (he new name of Brick, chought it convenient to 


cofall away from him. Aud yet (which is wonderfull) three years 


holineffe of life, with a daily and feemingly fervent defire Of prayer. 
2. by awary and cunning way of difpenting and inttilling his opis 
nions into,others, , proceeding. very nicthodically, poffefing, won- 
derfully the hearts of credulous people ,fo gaining reputation, an 

auchoritie co himfelf. Neither did he reveal thofe horrible myfleries, 


was not worthy of chem. Which artitices being graced with acomex 
ly and majelticall kindeofprefence,, deceived very many. for fome 
years, eunningl y gerting their money fromihem to.insich him (elf; 
till at la(t fearing to, be delecved|y, punithe for his blafphemies,which 
were fo. bitte:ly inveighed againft by A¢enno Simon, Melebior Hoftinany. 
and other Anabapciits » Feneuncing hisown Name, and aflauming 


changé his Quarters to fome place where neither-his name nor face 
wasknown; (0 hechofe Baft/, a famous Citic,whether, to tranflate 
the Seene of his affairs; and profefing himfelf robe one of chofe who. 
being perfecated for religion, was forced ro flic for the cauf@ofChrift 
outof the Belgick Provinces, he obtained encertaiment by, the moft 
pious Magiftrate, favouring Exiles for the Caufe of God,not only for 
hinifelf, but his whole Family, and fome of his Difciples where this 
infinuating fellow a leng time concealed his poifon, and plighting 
hisfaich coche Magiltrate, frequented che Church aflemblies ¢ by. 
divers courtefies procured the Joves of many, getting into che favour 
not onély ofthe vulgar fort, but of thofe in authoriti¢e,: by, his gale 
fantattire, free entertainment, well-ordered. rettnues fiveet. and 
prudent convetiacion: Till atlength in the yeae.155,6,. aboue.che 
Menech of September, he pined away.» being Jafbe wich che dipefal) 
{tings of Contcience, and fearofimpendent evils, ratherthenwith 
any bodily fieknefle, when he underitood fome Low-Countrey- 
men comming to Bafi/, had withdrawn his Vail,and painted him in. 
his proper colours , and likewite the hearts of his followers to begin 


after the death of this Impoftor, decently baried in the Church of 
S. Leonard, the Hangings are withdrawn, and the Comedy is laid 
open to publick view; the Blafphemies of the wicked man are 
brought into the Semace » his Difciples are cited into che Court, in- 
quiry is made concerning the Name, Life, and Dottrine 
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4 
ofthe deeeafed; the Houfes and Cabinets of David and his Abet- 
 corsare fearched, Lettersand Buoks are brought forth, al] things 
are referred co Divines and Lawyeisto bedifcuffed His blafphemies 
~ and deceits beingrletected by a folemn decree of the Senate, his Pa- 
ae pers and Books areburne by the common Hangman. The Image of 
this villanous man is drawn through the High-wayes on aSled, and 
| | | galt intothe Fire; his infamous Carcafe fhut up in a Coffin, is 
brought into the publick place of punifhment, and confumed to 
Athes. Thofe SeCtaries formerly familiar wich this Impoftor, who 
pleaded they never were, nor had been guiltic of che fame Blafphe- 
mies, were pardoned by theSenate, by whofe prudence and pietie 
the contagion of that Herefic is topped , by blocking up all wayes 
of icattering the fame - They who were his followers renouncing 
publickly in the Congregation his Blafphemies, and Errours , were 
into the communion of the Church, Thus after death God 
was pleafed to punifh his grand hypocribe. a 
| Ocher particular Nimes they had , either from their courfe of life, 
~.*  orplaces where they lived, which I omit as not much conducing to 
aim in chisTranflation ; yet this I fhall not let pafle, that their 
generall Names were Catabaptilts, who condemn Jnfant-Paptifme 
 agunlawfull; Anabartifts, who re- baptize thofe of their Se&, as if 
Ipfant-Bapeifme was alcogether unprofitable to the Receiver; En- 
 thnfiafts, Fanaci¢ks, Libertines. Buc what ever their Names and Te- 
nents were, yet nothing did more earry away the Vulgar then a 
Form of godlineffe, an external thew of extraordinary fanAimonie, 
wherewith the Ringleaders did dazzle the eyes oftheir followers 
_till God was'pleafed to put out the beams of Angelicall Light, and 
difcover his proper Colours, 
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rvations ont of the Hiftery. 


[, Oéfer. The Anabaprilts a lying, Hypocricieall . 


feigning Revela-iens to undermine the Seriprures.) Pag.g, 
11093-1401 


11. A blafphemous Se@, pag. 26. Davia Geerge pre- 


tends to be Chrift himfel§end blifphemes Seriprure. /bid. 


Bnemies to learning, 4g.22. all Books 


by them be fide rhe Bible. 


LV. Revardiletfe of Oathes aed promifes,p2g.17. and 14. 
they preach down all Oachs as ualawfull. 

V. A carnal! impure Sce&, p4g.23. 105% of Letden efta- 
blithes Poligamy, as the will of God revexled ro him from 
heaven,aid marries fiftecn VVives. See S/etdeas Comment. 
page. | 

VI. bloody, birbasous Sc&. p4e.13.23. 


VII. A Se& whele Ring-feaders came ( for che moft 


part) to fad and fearfall eads. P4g.15.19.23.26.28. 
VIII. Deltrovers of proprie:ie, witheue which civill 
Sock tie cannor fland. Pag.11.14.15. 19. Communitie 


of al! Goods eftablithed by Elid unier pain of death.p.22. } 
IX. A reott fedirious Se&. Perrurbers of the publick 

peace, under pretence of Chriftian libertie 5 againft Magi- — 

firacy, pag.10.11.12.13.14.15.17. through rhe whele 


ftory no place free from tumules and infurrections where 
they came. Ars thele the {fruits of the wholy Spirit > See 
Galath,5.22, 23. | 


 FINIS. 
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